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About the Show 

 
 The Battle of Frogs and Mice is 

an ancient story. 
 

This is a story told by people on 
stage. 

 There is music in the play. 
The music can be quite loud. 

Sometimes the characters 
might shout. 

         Greece 
 

The story takes place in Ancient 
Greece, in a garden on Mount 

Olympus. 
 

Mount Olympus is a mountain 
where the Greek Gods live.  

 
 
 

 

 
 

In the garden there is a Pond. 
The Frogs live here. 

 
 

Near the Pond is a Burrow 
under the ground. The Mice 

live here. 
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The Characters 
 

 
 

HOWARD 

 
 

 
This is Howard. He is one of the 
storytellers, and sometimes he 

will pretend to be the Frog 
characters. 

 

 
 

NICHOLA 

 
 
 

This is Nichola. She is one of the 
storytellers, and sometimes she 

will pretend to be the Mouse 
characters. 

 

 
 

DAVID 

 
 
 

This is David. He is the musician. 
He plays the guitar, the violin, 

the drum and the horn. 
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This is Puffjaw. He is the 
Croaking King of the Frogs. He 

loves to eat flies! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This is Crumbsnatcher. He is the 
Prince of the Mice and Swift of 
Paw. He is very adventurous! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
This is Lickplatter. She is a friend 

of Crumbsnatcher. She is the 
best fighter of the Mice. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

This is Breadnibbler. He is the 
King of the Mice and 

Crumbsnatcher’s father. 

  
 

 
 

 
 

This is Birdtricker. She is the 
Queen of the Mice and 

Crumbsnatcher’s mother. 
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This is Pooljoy. She is Puffjaw’s 
daughter, and Longleap’s sister. 
She is a good fighter and loves 

dancing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

This is Longleap. He is Puffjaw’s 
son, Pooljoy’s brother and very 

boastful. 

 

The Story 

The Battle of Frogs and Mice (or Bat-ra-cho-my-o-mach-i-a in Ancient 
Greek – try and say that!) is part of an ancient tradition of 
Storytelling. For hundreds of years, nothing was ever written down; 
instead, it was passed from storyteller to storyteller by word of 
mouth. And because of this, every telling was different, changing as 
the storyteller travelled to new audiences in new lands. 

Our show also changes a little bit with every telling, with every new 
audience. This makes a synopsis a little tricky! But just like those 
Ancient Greek storytellers over three thousand years ago, there are 
some bits that usually stay the same. 
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First, we will introduce ourselves 
and set the scene.  

 
The setting is a pond in the garden 

on Mount Olympus. 
 

Ares, the Greek god of war, wants 
to disrupt the calm and quiet of 

Olympus. 
 
 

 

On the day our story begins, 
Puffjaw is alone at the edge of the 

pond when he meets a mouse, 
Crumbsnatcher, Swift of Paw, and 

prince of the Mice. 
 

 

 

When they find out they are both 
royalty, Puffjaw invites 

Crumbsnatcher to his home, the 
Lilypalace. 

 
Because Crumbsnatcher can’t 

swim, he climbs on Puffjaw’s back 
to travel across the pond. 
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At first all is well, but before long, 
Ares appears in the form of a 

hungry snake. He attacks Puffjaw 
and Crumbsnatcher. 

 
 
 

Puffjaw swims away in fear and 
leaves poor Crumbsnatcher to sink 

beneath the waves. 
 

 
 

Another mouse called Lickplatter 
sees this from the bank of the pond 

and takes the news back to the 
Burrow, the home of the Mice. 

 
 

SQUEAK!         SQUEAK! At the burrow, the mice are having 
a squeaking competition. Can you 

make a loud squeaking noise? 
 

Lickplatter interrupts and tells the 
Mice about Crumbsnatcher. 

 

 

 

The mice are very upset, 
particularly Crumbsnatcher’s 

parents, King Breadnibbler and 
Queen Birdtricker. 

 
They declare war against the Frogs. 
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Lickplatter takes the message of 
war to the Puffjaw at the pond. 

 
Puffjaw then returns to the 

Lilylands where the Frogs are 
having a dance. You can join in!  

 
Then Puffjaw explains that the mice 

have declared war on the frogs! 
 

Puffjaw’s Daughter, Pooljoy 
immediately offers to lead the 

army. 
 

     
 
 
 
 
                          LEAP! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
But her brother Longleap also 

wants to lead, and he’s the worst! 
 

The Frogs decide to have a leaping 
competition to choose who should 
lead the Frog army as general. You 

can join in – you have to jump 
further than Longleap! 

 
Then night falls, and David plays 
some lovely music after all the 

excitement of the leaping contest. 
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The next morning, the two sides 
put on their armour and get ready 

for battle. 
 

Look at Lickplatter and Pooljoy’s 
cool armour! 

 
 “Arrows” are fired by Frog and 

Mouse archers. People will pretend 
to be the archers and throw balls 

into a bucket. There might be some 
loud shouting and cheering. 

 

 

The Frogs and Mice meet and begin 
fighting.  

 
Chaos is everywhere on the 

battlefield. People will be talking 
loudly at the same time. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pooljoy the frog and Lickplatter the 
mouse have a duel.  

 
Lickplatter almost wins when 

pooljoy slips and falls, but Puffjaw, 
the king of the frogs, begs 

Lickplatter to spare Pooljoy’s life. 
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Ares sees there will soon be peace. 
He becomes a snake again and 

attacks. 
 

Lickplatter and Pooljoy work 
together to fight and defeat Ares 

once and for all, by pinning his 
mouth closed with their weapons. 

 
Ares shapeshifts and goes home 

defeated!  
 

 
  There is peace between the Frogs 

and Mice! 

 

 

Everyone will clap and cheer. You 
can join in if you want!  

 
We will thank you for being our 

audience for the story. 
 

At the end of the show you can come and meet the frogs and mice 
and take photos with them if you want! 
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